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Dedication
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Like sons of thunder,
Dr. Willard and Dr. John
taught,
prayed,
and served
beside one another as
associates,
brothers,
companions,
defenders,
enthusiasts,
friends
for more than 50 years.

With Dr. John taking the more public ministry
and Dr. Willard, as long-time president
of the Multnomah School of the Bible,

the more private,
the two served their Savior
with unrivaled devotion.

The one could not have served so well
without the other.
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Foreword

My life has been greatly intertwined with Jack Mitchell’s because of
what his ministry meant to me personally as a teenager and then on
through college years and seminary. Under his ministry I became
grounded in the Word of God; and, apart from that, I do not see how it
would have been possible for the Lord to use me in the various ways that
I have had the privilege of being used.

Kenneth Taylor
Paraphrast of The Living Bible
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Author’s Preface

May I say, my Christian friend, to you personally, that if you neglect the
Word of God, if you do not take heed to the things you have heard concerning the
person and work of our Savior, then you will drift and there’s no telling where
you’ll drift to. We must stay in the Word of God. I can’t over emphasize this. I'm
dealing with a basic thing. You cannot live for God. You cannot grow spiritually.
You cannot live a real Christian life unless you stay in God’s Word.

This is what God has given to us. “Thy Word,” said the Psalmist, “is a lamp
unto my feet and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105). How can I live in this world
with its sin and corruption and lawlessness and indifference and atheism, agnosticism,
skepticism, the philosophies of men, the materialistic philosophies, humanistic
philosophies—how can I live in such an age without a guide? The Word of God is a
guide. But if people neglect the guide, my friend, then they will make for the rocks
and the shoals and the quicksands. They’re moving on to shipwreck.

I plead with you, Christians, to stay in the Word of God. Don’t miss what
you have in Christ as did those early Jewish Christians whom the writer of
Hebrews addresses.

But you say, “Mr. Mitchell, I don’t understand it.”

I’m not asking you to understand it. If you live a hundred years, you won’t
be able to plumb the depths of the Word of God. All ’'m asking you to do, whether
you’re strong or whether you’re weak, whether you’re old or whether you’re
young, whether you’re wise or ignorant, is to let the Word of God reach you right
where you live, right what you are.

This is the amazing thing about the Word of God. It reaches the wise; it reaches
the ignorant, the rich or the poor, the bond or the free. Irrespective of your condition
or your circumstances, the Word of God can reach you right where you are.

I wish in some way I could put into words the way I feel about this, and I’'m
sure | have the mind of the Spirit of God, for the Word of God is quick and it is
powerful. You’re cleansed through the Word. You’re kept free from sin through
the Word. Again the Psalmist says, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that |
might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11). Jesus said in John 15:3, “Ye are clean
through the word.” So, take heed to the Word which you have, otherwise you just
drift, drift. Any old dead fish can drift. God keep us from drifting. May God grant
to you and to me that we hold steady and fast and firm.

John G. Mitchell, D.D.



Let’s Revel in Hebrews:

Introduction

would like first of all to whet your appetite for this wonderful book of
Hebrews. Our Lord, you know, is Prophet, Priest and King. Many of
us know about the work of our Saviour at the cross. We know something
about His return. But when it comes down to the present day, many of
God’s people know very little about what He is doing now on the throne.

This 1s a marvelous book. It deals with the person and work of our
Saviour. In Romans you’ve got the work of Christ. In Ephesians you
have the person of Christ as the Head of the Church. But in Hebrews you
have both the person and the work of Christ.

Now this book was written to Jews who had become Christians.
But they needed maturity. They suffered from cold indifference. They
weren’t meeting with each other for fellowship. When you come to the
13th chapter, they were wandering. They were following other teachers
and getting away from the person of Christ. They needed to come into a
more wonderful knowledge of the Saviour—to be conversant with His
Word and to walk with Him. The reason for the writing of the book is
because the believers of that day were cold, spiritually cold.

And what a need there is today for a revelation of the person of our
Saviour and His work for us. “When for the time you ought to be
teachers, you have need that someone teach you again the first principles
of the oracles of God,” he wrote.

The first five chapters of this book are full of the person of Christ.

Now let’s look at these first few verses:

1:1. God who at sundry times and in divers manners (in many ways)
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets
1:2. Hath in these last days spoken unto us in His Son.

This is cardinal. In past days God spoke unto the prophets. He
spoke to the fathers. He spoke through creation. “The heavens declare
the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork. Day unto
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day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge. There is
no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard” (Psalm 19:1-3).

God revealed Himself. As Romans chapter one, verse 20 says,
“For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.”

He spoke unto the fathers. Noah was a righteous man in his
generation. He preached for 120 years and had no converts. I’'m quoting
from the sixth chapter of Genesis by the way. It is an astounding thing.
For 120 years he was God’s spokesman. When the judgment of God fell
upon the world, only he and his family were saved. Then God spoke
through the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They were
representatives of the living God.

But then Moses came along, and for 40 years he led the people of
Israel into the revelation of God—and they spurned Him.

Then He sent His Son, the final revelation. God has spoken
through His Son. There will be no further revelation.

What is God like? Just like the Lord Jesus.

Do I want to know God, His character, His heart, His mercy, His
tenderness, His compassion? I look at the Lord Jesus. No man hath seen
God at any time, but the only begotten Son who is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath shown him forth.

People today say, “If only God would speak.”

My friends, God has spoken. Do you have ears to hear?

He spoke through creation. He sent prophets, patriarchs,
testimonies. At last, He sent His Son. God is speaking to us in His Son.
This is final. Are you going to hear what the Son has to say? May we
listen with an open heart from day to day as we work our way verse by
verse through this wonderful book of Hebrews.

Let us pray:

Our Father, spiritual maturity is to be occupied with the
Person as well as with the work of our precious Savior. As we
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study this book from day to day, may we grow in grace and in the
knowledge of our precious Lord Jesus Christ.

As I said earlier, read the book of Hebrews. The more you read it,
the more you revel in it, the more you will get out of this study.

I trust you will do that.

And the Lord bless you for His name’s sake.






Chapter One

he book of Hebrews was written, of course, to Jews who had

become Christians; but they needed maturity. They needed to come
into a more wonderful knowledge of the Saviour—to be conversant with
His Word and to walk with Him. And that’s the purpose of the book—to
get to us a more mature knowledge of the Person and work of our
Saviour.

Hebrews was written while the temple was still standing in
Jerusalem. It is one of the early books, and it’s an epistle of doctrine.
Allow me to take a few moments to speak to you by way of further
introduction to possibly whet your appetites and your desire to read the
book of Hebrews. It has only 13 chapters. It is not very long.

Now just as the books of Romans and Galatians deal with the work
of Christ and the books of Ephesians and Colossians deal with the
person of Christ, in Hebrews we have both the person and the work of
Christ revealed to us. The book of Hebrews deals with the glories of our
Savior.

Now, the writer is not mentioned in this book of Hebrews.
Personally, I’m of the persuasion it was the Apostle Paul; but possibly it
was written by Luke. There are certain details in the epistle which from
my viewpoint seem to point to the fact that Paul was the writer. The
argument in Hebrews is very much like the argument of Paul. For
example, you take this word from Habakkuk 2:4—*“The just shall live by
faith.” It is mentioned in Romans. It is mentioned in Galatians. And it 1s
mentioned also in Hebrews. At the very entrance to the book, you will
notice, the writer brings you immediately face to face with the Son of
God. No other man comes into the picture. Christ in all His glory is set
before us. This is Pauline!

You say, “Well, why didn’t Paul say that he wrote the book?”

No, the Jews were very prejudiced against Paul. And 1 can
understand this. Many thought the gospel was for Jews only and
resented his taking Christ to the nations.
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Now, when Paul wrote his epistles to the Gentile churches, he
used to always start out with, “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the
will of God” or “Paul, an apostle” or “Paul, a bond-slave” and so on. But
not in Hebrews. He starts immediately with the person of our Savior.
The book was written especially with Christian Jews in mind—1Jews
who had come to the saving knowledge of Christ. If you move to chapter
13, 1 think you will see that very, very clearly. And all through the
epistle you will find that the book of Hebrews is a very, very personal
note from the writer. He knew their needs, and he was not timid about
calling into question their motives and their actions. For example, in
chapter 5:12, he said—*"“For when for the time ye ought to be teachers,
ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the
oracles of God.”

He is saying you’ve been Christians for long enough. You
should be teachers of the Word. Instead of that, someone’s got to teach
you the very simple milk of the Word of God.

This is true today. Is it true of you? The great majority of
Christians have never grown in their Christian faith. They’ve never
grown in their knowledge of Christ—just like these Hebrews. And Paul
writes because he knew their need of getting down into basic things,
especially concerning the person and work of Christ. Also, the ones to
whom he wrote were very conversant with temple worship, and they
recognized something of the obligation of the Law.

It looks very much, as you read the epistle through, that some had
not come into the fullness of the gospel message. Have you? That’s why
you have certain exhortations through the epistle implying that fact. And
as you know, the book was written between 63 and 66 A.D. Looking at
chapters 8, 9, 10 and 13, it’s very obvious that he wrote this before the
temple was destroyed.

The writer of Hebrews wrote because they were spiritually dull.
You have that in chapter 5. They were spiritually cold. Does this
describe you, my friend? They were neglecting the assembling of
themselves together. In other words, they were not attending the
assemblies where God’s people met. And then you have spiritual
wanderings or jumping from one doctrine to another. They were carried
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away with strange doctrines; they were not solidified in the basic truths
of Christianity. You remember in chapter 6:1, he said—Leaving the
principles of the doctrines of Christ, let us go on to full growth. Let us
go on to maturity. Let us go on to the place where God finishes the job
He wants done.

Now, there are some key words in this epistle. For example, the
word “perfection” is used 11 times. It does not deal with sinlessness. It’s
dealing with the completion of a task or the completion of a purpose. For
example, in chapter 6, we are to go on to perfection, that is, to go on to
full glory, to the completion of God’s purpose in our lives where we
shall be just like Christ. Is this the desire of your heart, my friend?

As 2 Corinthians chapter 3, verse 18 says—“But we all, with open
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are being changed into
the same 1mage from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

In other words, the more we contemplate the person of Christ, the
more we become just like Him; and the less we look at Christ, the less
we are like Him. You see, I’'m dealing with basic things. So this word
“perfection” is used 11 times meaning the completion of a purpose or of
a task—mnot sinlessness, not sinless perfection, but the completion of a
task.

Now, the second key word would be “heaven” or “heavenly.”
The writer is making contrasts between Judaism and Christianity or, if
you please, between the Law and Grace, between the work of the
tabernacle with its sacrifices and priesthood and the work of Christ and
His sacrifice. In the writer’s contrasts between earthly and heavenly,
“heaven” and “heavenly” are used quite a bit in the epistle. He wants to
draw our attention to things heavenly.

And then, the third one used is “better than.” For example, Christ
is better than angels. He is better than Moses. He’s better than Aaron. In
other words, He’s better than anybody else.

The whole epistle deals with the Lord Jesus Christ, His person and
His work. Let me take two little statements that give us the key: “Thou
art my son” (Hebrews 1:5). That’s His person. “Thou art a priest
forever” (Hebrews 5:6). That’s His work.
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And you’ll notice that there is a great deal of the Old Testament
used in this epistle. Whoever wrote it certainly knew his Old Testament.
I wish we had had the time to spend a few months in the Old Testament,
especially in the books of Exodus and Leviticus, taking up the contrast
between the priesthood of the Old Testament and Christ’s priesthood,
the work of the priests in the Old Testament and the work of Christ for
us today. This would be a fruitful study for those of you who love to dig
deep into the scriptures.

Now, there are two other little statements I want to give you:
“Within the veil” (this is in chapter 10) and “outside the camp.” This is
the language of Leviticus and the sanctuary. We are within the veil
Godward. We are outside the camp manward. May I repeat that? In
chapter 10, through the work of Christ, we are right within the very
presence of God. We are within the veil, Godward. And then we’re told
to go outside the camp bearing His reproach. We’re outside the camp,
manward. That means separation from the world and worldliness. It
means belonging only to God on the throne and having access to God, a
holy God, a sovereign God.

I’ve got to be careful how I walk down here among men.
Remember the world is not redeemed. The average person today in the
world doesn’t know Christ. And you and I are heavenly men and
heavenly women on earth in the midst of a world that has no place for
Him. So we go outside the camp.

Is that where you are walking today, my friend? Do you have a
life “inside the veil” in private communion with God and personal
enjoyment of all that speaks of Christ? Are you living “outside the
camp,” willing to suffer reproach as you testify of Christ, conscious that
you are separated from the world?

Now, there are those who say it means going outside the camp of
Judaism. And some have even gone so far as to say it means that we
should go outside the camp of those in Christianity. In fact, there’s a
movement today among young people to go outside the established
church. But there is no ground for it; for, when you get right down to
business, God moves through His people who are gathered together for
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study, for worship, for praise and thanksgiving and who then go out as a
testimony.

So we are within the veil Godward, and outside the camp,
manward. And may I say, Christ is the all-absorbing theme of the book.
Christ is ever the center of attraction.

You remember in Matthew chapter 3, when our Lord was baptized
by John in the river Jordan, the heaven was opened. What for? To see
God’s man on earth. Did you ever stop to think of it? All of heaven
gazed upon Jesus as He was baptized by John in Jordan. And there came
a voice from the glory, saying, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am
well-pleased” (Matthew 3:17).

In the book of Hebrews, it is just the opposite. In the book of
Hebrews, heaven is opened for you and me to look into and there we see
the same Man, Christ Jesus, on the throne of the majesty on high in the
heavens. Let me mention it once more. Four times in the book, in
chapters 1:3, 8:1, 10:12 and 12:2, I read “He sat down at the right hand
of God”. So, this is a wonderful thing. This book is worthy of all our
study and our Savior is worthy of all our attention.

My, you know, we’ve got a lot of interest in heaven. Do you
know why? Jesus is there. God raised Him from the dead and set Him at
His own right hand in the heavenlies. Now, you and I are on earth.
We’ve become joined to the Savior. We’ve been born from above, as
John 3 declares, but we’re still on earth. What for? To testify to the
world of God’s heavenly man, Christ Jesus.

Now I trust you’ll read that first chapter through and especially
these first few verses. It would be wonderful if you could memorize
them and quote them throughout the day concerning the person of God’s
Son, the heavenly Man, who came to the earth and is now back in
heaven.

Then, as much as you are able, will you read the whole book of
Hebrews? It may be you could have it as a family devotion. Just read a
few verses each day. Or sit down and take a Bible in your lap and read it
all through. It has only thirteen chapters. Read it through. Read all of it.
Don’t stop and try to examine it. Don’t stop and worry about some
statements in there whether you’re saved or whether you’re lost, as in
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chapter 6 or chapter 10. Read it through. Read it through. And the more
you read it, the more you’ll get out of it.

So that, as we come into the book, it will be flooding our hearts
and the Spirit of God will be able to reveal to us some of the treasures of
the person of our Savior and the work He is doing now. And may it
warm and bless your heart each day.

Let me get down now a little further by way of introduction to this
book of Hebrews. You see, what I'm doing is just whetting your
appetites to read the book. Now don’t you turn away because I am
telling you things you already know. I want to saturate your mind with
the glories of who Christ is as well as the what and why of His
redemptive work.

The writer knew Jewish people who had come to know the Savior
but were not clear as to the completion of the gospel for them, and so he
writes to give to them and to us the superiority of the person of Christ
and the superiority of the priesthood and the work of Christ. The book is
full of warnings. There are five distinct warnings that we shall mention
afterwards. And then the book ends in chapters 11, 12, and 13 on the
three great words—chapter 11 on faith, 12 on hope, and 13 on love.

But the first few verses of the first chapter of Hebrews give to us
the theme of the epistle.

1:1. God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets,

1:2. Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds:

1:3. Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of
his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had
by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on
high;

1:4. being made so much better than the angels.

God’s complete and final revelation is given to us in His Son
Jesus Christ and what He has accomplished, and there is no further need
of revelation. Or should I put it the other way, there is no need for any
further revelation. God in past days has spoken to us through prophets,
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through the sages of old, through creation; but He’s now speaking to us
in His Son.

There never has been a time in the history of men that God has
been without a witness. Even today, we find people saying, “Oh, if God
would only speak. If God would only speak.” My friend, He has. God
has spoken; and He speaks through Jesus Christ His Son.

You see, man didn’t discover God. This idea that man discovered
God is not true. The fact is that God has revealed Himself to man. And if
God had not given any revelation of Himself to man, man would not
have any revelation of God. Now, notice these first few verses—

1:1. God, who at sundry times and in divers manners (in many ways)
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,
1:2. Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son.

May I suggest that God was made known to man first of all by His
creative act. People talk about the argument of design, asking “Is there
really a God?”

There are those who don’t believe the Bible to be the Word of God
who ask, “Can you give any grounds to believe there i1s a God if you
don’t use the Bible?”

Yes, yes. Look around you. Look all around you.

But the Bible says it well—“The heavens declare the glory of God
and the firmament showeth His handiwork. Day unto day uttereth
speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor
language, where their voice is not heard” (Psalm 19:1-3). There is no
place on earth or in heaven where the voice of creation is not heard.

You know, I’ve had men say to me, “Why, Mr. Mitchell, I don’t
believe in your Christ. But I’'m not a pagan. I’'m an agnostic, an atheist. I
don’t believe there’s a God. Pooh!” I witnessed to a young fellow who
was a fisherman who said words like this to me.

And I said to him, “I suppose you have the tide table for this year
in your fishing box, don’t you?”

“Sure I have. You’ve got to have a tide table.”

“Well, that’s an amazing thing,” I said. “A year from now you can
tell me when it is going to be high tide at Cannon Beach and how many
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feet 1t’s going to be. You know what time it’s going to be low tide a year
from now. How many feet and how many inches it is.”

“Oh,” he said, “it’s just a question of law. It goes by laws.”

And I said, “How did the laws come into being? You can’t have a
law without a personality, without Someone who puts that law in
motion.”

You see—God—has spoken to people. Wherever you find people
in the earth, they are responsible to worship their Creator. God has
spoken.

Before we go on, let us pray:

Our Father, as we bow before You, we are humbled that You
have chosen to speak to us and that You have spoken to us through
Your Son. We feel so inadequate to present such marvelous truths
to hearts and lives. We would ask of You today that our study of
this Book might be a time of dedication to You. Whatever the past
may have been, may we today as a people, as individuals, dedicate
ourselves to You and to the glorification of our wonderful Saviour.
Oh, Father, bless us as we read and study these verses. Bless us as
we remember the terrible cost—that Christ died that we might live.
He bore our sins that we might go free. He died that we might
have life eternal.

So bless each one as we wait before You.
In the precious, precious name of our Lord Jesus, we pray.
Amen.

God has spoken. He has made Himself known through His
creative acts. Here in our generation through our knowledge of
technology in the field of nuclear energy, we have made instruments,
and we’ve thrown men to the moon on the split second.

Did you ever stop to think that when they went to the moon, they
had to go by God’s time-clock? Everything was set by scientists in the
fields of electronics and nuclear energy and mechanical and scientific
knowledge, but they still had to go by God’s time-clock—by the very
second. And if you were listening on the television when they were



LET’S REVEL IN HEBREWS by John G. Mitchell, D.D. 9

going around the moon, you would remember they said in a certain
number of seconds we would hear from them again.

If man can do that, what in the world can God do? You can take
the microscope and examine things of the tiniest detail or you can take a
telescope and you can search the heavens. And what do you see? Perfect
order. Everything running in its orbit on time. You see perfection in the
smallest things of creation—a snowflake, a rain drop, whatever it may
be—perfection.

Did this just happen? No, my friend. “The invisible things of Him
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they
are without excuse.”

I remember some years ago, with two of our men I went down to
Shiloh Basin and Beaver Homes and Downey, three little places out near
Astoria. We had a wonderful movement of the Spirit of God. I used to
go down on Wednesday nights and teach these young believers the
foundational truths of the Word of God.

One night after the meeting down there (I had taken two young
fellows with me to give their testimony), a dear farmer said to me, “Mr.
Mitchell, would you like to come up to our house and have a cup of
coffee before you go home?”

You know, when a Scandinavian asks you to come and have
coffee, you know you are going to get more than coffee.

And I said, “No, it’s getting late and these boys have to go to work
in the morning. If we go up to your place and have coffee and visit
around for a while, it’ll be midnight before we get back to Portland.” It
was 60 miles away.

“Well,” he said, “the boys are coming.”

What could I say? So we went.

When we got to his farm, it was on a hill right over the Columbia
River and you could see Longview in the distance.

The farmer said to me, “Mr. Mitchell, would you mind talking to
my neighbor? He’s out at the barn.”

I said, “Has he been to the meetings?”’
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“Yes, he’s been to some of the meetings, but he wants to talk to
you. Would you please do that?”

So I went out to the barn and found this fellow and shook hands
with him. And I said, “My, it’s a beautiful night, isn’t it?”’ It was one of
those nights when the moon was shining and the stars were out. It was a
beautiful night.

To my amazement, he said, “I suppose you think I’'m a pagan,
don’t you?”

I said, “Well, I don’t know a thing about you. Are you a pagan?”

He said, “No sir, I believe there’s a living God. But I don’t believe
in your Jesus.”

What would you have said?

“Well,” T said, “Listen, fellow, do you really believe there’s a
God?”

“Of course I do. I can’t see all this handiwork in the heavens, all
this terrific creation that has been made and not believe there is a God.”

“Do you worship Him?”

He looked at me blankly.

I said, “Sir, if you believe there is a living God, you ought to
worship Him. Do you worship Him?”

He blurted out, “I don’t know how.”

“Well,” I said, “you give me a few minutes and I’ll tell you how.”
You see, he was the wrong boy to make that statement, I’l1 tell you.

He told me again very frankly that he didn’t believe the Bible. He
didn’t believe in Christ.

Now I said, “How are you going to know God? You see His
power. You see His Godhead in creation. But what is He like? Does He
have any interest in men and women in their frailty? Does this God who
made the heavens and the earth have any interest in you or in me?”

And I gave him the gospel that no man hath seen God at any time,
but the only begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father, that’s Jesus
Christ, He hath declared Him. And if I come to Him who has made the
provision for me to come into the presence of God and accept Him as
my own personal Savior, then I'm free to come and know God, to
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experience His love, to experience His grace, to experience His joy and
His peace.

He needed John 3:16-17, “God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish,
but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved.

“Friend, God is speaking through His Son. This is the final
revelation to man. And when men spurn the revelation of God through
Christ, there’s nothing left but judgment.

“I’ve got to be realistic with you on this. How can we know God
apart from Christ because Jesus Christ is God manifest in the flesh?

“And if you spurn the Savior and spurn the scriptures which speak
of the Savior, then my friend, I’'ll say very bluntly, that you have no
revelation of God.

“God today is speaking to you through His Son.

“But, my friend,” I told him, “you’ve got to come to God through
the One whom He ordained. You have no excuse for rejecting Him.”

Now, in verses 2 and 3 and the beginning of verse 4, we have
seven of the wonderful glories of Christ. Here you have the superiority
of the Son of God over the prophets and the fathers of old. He is the
central theme of the epistle.

1:2. God . . . hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the
worlds;

1:3. Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

1:4. Being made so much better than the angels.

Do you notice the first thing? He’s been appointed heir of all
things. Do you know that the risen Lord Jesus Christ owns everything?
And this will be manifested when He comes. In the second Psalm, the
Father says, “I will give thee the nations for thine inheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession” (verse 8). He’s the heir of
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the universe. And no wonder! He created all things—which leads us to
the next thing.

“By whom also he made the worlds” or as the Revised Version
says, “By whom also he framed the ages.” You take John’s gospel,
chapter 1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that
was made.”

You have the same thing in Colossians 1:16. He’s the one who
created all things. In Hebrews chapter 11:3 we read, “Through faith we
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God.” You see,
we are just living in a little period called “time.” But our God framed the
ages, right from the beginning to the end. From the earth of the past to
the new heavens and to the new earth of the future, our Lord is Lord
over all. Did you ever think of it? He’s not only the heir of all things,
He’s the Creator of all things. And God is speaking to us through this
Son whom He has appointed heir of all things. Don’t you think it would
be a wise thing to hear what the Son has to say?

And the second thing in this second verse is the fact that He is the
Creator. He made the worlds. He’s not only the one who owns
everything, but He’s the one who made everything. He’s the one who
framed the ages. And I’m not going to take time again on this except to
point out that in John chapter one and Colossians chapter one, Proverbs
8 and so on, we have where the Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator of all
things. There was nothing made that was made, but He is the One who
made it.

And now, the third one. In verse 3: “Who being the brightness of
His glory and the express image of His person.” As someone has said,
“He 1s the steel engraving of the Father.” He is the revealer of God. Here
you see the essential deity of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

You remember in John 1:18, we read, “No man hath seen God at
any time, but the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of the Father,
He hath declared Him.” May I suggest that all through your Bible, from
Genesis to Revelation, anyone who ever saw God, saw none other than
Jesus Christ His Son for He is the forth-shining of His substance.
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I find it all, my friend, expressed in Jesus Christ, His beloved
Son. This is why He came. He’s the express or exact image of God’s
person. As Colossians 1:15 says, “He is the image of the invisible God.”
“In him dwelleth the fullness of the Godhead bodily” And as the first
two verses in John chapter one say, “In the beginning was the Word and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God, and the same was in
the beginning with God.” He’s the eternal Son of God.

And God is speaking to you and to me, now, through and in His
Son. Take time for His book. Take time today. Don’t use these studies as
a substitute for getting into the Word of God yourself. May they simply
whet your appetite for the deep things of God. Why don’t you spend
some time worshiping and praising and magnifying Him today in your
life, in your words, and in your actions?

And then the fourth thing. He’s the sustainer, in verse 3:

1:3. Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of
his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power.

As Colossians 1:17 says, “By Him all things consist (are held
together).” He’s the sustainer. He is not only the Creator of all things,
but He holds everything together.

You know, I have here in front of me a clock. You have your
watch there. If I were to ask you what is the time, you’d tell me the time.
Where did you get the right time? How do you know your watch is
right?

“Well,” you say, “I set it according to Western Union.”

Well, where does Western Union get it?

“Well, Western Union gets it from those men who study the stars.”

My friend, your little old watch on your wrist keeps time according
to God’s time clock. Our Savior upholds all things by the word of His
power. And if I might give a little illustration of this—forgive me if |
have told you this before.

Some years ago, a friend of mine, Robert Millard, now with the
Lord, was an astronomer who had a 4 %2 -5 inch telescope on Council
Crest up on a hill near here. And one night about, oh, about midnight, I
was just getting ready for bed when the phone rang. And my friend
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called me up and said, “Jack, you come on up here, and I want you to
see the heavens.”

I said, “Listen, Bob, I’m just getting ready for bed.”

He said, “Call Mary to the phone.”

I said, “OK. We’ll be up.”

So, Mrs. Mitchell and I drove up to his home, and he had some
friends there—some mutual friends—and we went into his observatory
and we began looking at the various stars. It was a beautiful night.

And he talked to me about the various things in the moon, and with
different magnifying glasses we could see certain things on the moon,
the craters and the mountains and so on.

And then, I said this to him—it was about 2 or 3 o’clock in the
morning by this time—and I said, “Bob, what time is 1t?”

And he pulled out a big watch.

I said, “I don’t care about your watch. When Western Union calls
you each morning and says, ‘What is the time?’ you tell the time from
your big grandfather clock which you keep in time with the stars. Is that
right?”

He said, “Yes.”

I said, “Now, is my watch right according to the stars?”

And he pulled a book out and he said, “Now, about this time a
certain star should be in a certain place in the universe.” And he turned
around his telescope and found his star, looked at the gradations on his
telescope and he told me within the very second what the time was.

“Do you mean to tell me that that star which i1s going through the
heavens at millions of miles an hour is always in a split second in a
certain place?”

He said, “Yes. In fact, I can tell you a hundred years, two hundred
years from now, it will be in the same position at the same time.”

Here, we have worlds in space going along at unbelievable speed
and yet always on the exact second. My friend, we ought to just fall
down and worship God. That’s what I said to Bob. I said, “Bob, it’s just
about time that we got down and worshiped Him.”

This One, who upholds all things by the Word of His power, is our
Savior and Lord. My friend, did you ever stop to think of it, that the
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Lord Jesus holds the whole world in His hands? He holds the stars in His
hands. He is the One who is absolute in authority over the whole wide
universe. Even this old earth with all its sin and shame is under His
hands. Even when they abused and scourged and crucified Jesus Christ
—did you ever stop to realize—He was the One who had authority?

My friend, He’s not only the revealer of God, but He’s the One
who upholds all things by the word of His power. And when Jesus said
at the resurrection in Matthew 28, “All authority i1s mine in heaven and
in earth,” my friend, He was declaring Himself as sovereign God, having
authority in heaven with its myriads of galaxies, with its innumerable,
innumerable stars and planets and constellations, all running on their
orbits on the split second. And my Savior, your Savior is the One who
upholds all things. If it were not for Him, you’d have chaos.

Why is God longsuffering? Because He wants men and women to
come to Him and accept His divine provision for their eternal salvation.
2 Peter 3:9 says, “God is not slack concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”

Thank Him today for his longsuffering and patience with you, my
friend.

And thank Him for his love.

Now, we come to the fifth, the fifth glory of Jesus Christ. I read
here, “when he had by himself purged our sins.” He is not only the
revealer of God, but He is the redeemer of man. He is the only revealer
of God, and He’s the only redeemer of man. There’s none just like Him.

1:3b. When he had by himself purged our sins (or made purification
for our sins), he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

Did you ever stop to think of this?

Cleansing from sin is made a great deal of in this epistle. And we
have that aspect of redemption at the very entrance to the book.

You take, for example, in Hebrews 9:12, He entered once into the
holy place with His own blood and there obtained for us an eternal
redemption. In Hebrews 9:26, “He appeared once in the end of the age to
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” In chapter 10, verses 10 and
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12 and 14, especially verse 12, we read, “But this man, after he had
offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of
God.” I say redemption or cleansing from sin is made a great deal of in
the book of Hebrews.

And, of course, one would expect that when you remember that
the whole Old Testament with its tabernacle and sacrifices had to do a
great deal with sin. God has made the provision whereby men can be
purged, cleansed, purified from sin.

To create, to sustain He just speaks. But my friend, to redeem you
and me from sin, He didn’t speak. God Himself came in the person of
His Son, His only begotten Son to be a propitiation for your sin and
mine. As we have it over in 1 John 4:10, “Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation
(the redeemer, the One who will cleanse us) for our sins.” He is the One
who will satistfy God.

The very next statement in the passage in verse 3 says that, when
He had by Himself purged our sins, He sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high in the heavens.

This is the sixth thing we find in these first few verses. In other
words, the resurrection and the exaltation and the crowning of Jesus
Christ at the right hand of God are a guarantee that He has perfectly
satisfied God in His character, in His justice, in His righteousness. It is a
guarantee that He has already put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
It’s the guarantee that this Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God. He sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

And four times in this book of Hebrews, I read this fact that He sat
down at the right hand of God, at the right hand of the Majesty on high
in the heavens. You have it in chapter 1, verse 3, in chapter 8:1, in
10:12; in 12:2 where it reads, “Who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand
of the throne of God.” That is, He has been given all authority in heaven
and in earth.

And remember one of the last words of our Savior, if [ may quote
from Matthew 28:18, Jesus said before He went back to heaven, “All
power (authority) is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” In the book
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of Ephesians in chapter 1:21, He was exalted above all principalities and
powers. He is on the throne of God. He has all authority.

Does He have all authority in your life, my friend?

Will He have all authority in your life today?

May it—really—be so.

There is one more thing that the writer says here about our Savior
in His exaltation in verses 3 and 4. “He sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, being made so much better than the angels.”

So I would say as the seventh thing in these three verses, Christ
is supreme. He’s not only better than man—not only over all men having
all authority—He’s much better than the holy angels of God. He is God,
having the nature of God and angels are all subject to Him. And this is
what we find from verse 4 down through verse 14 (which we’ll take up
in a few moments). But the work of Christ having been accepted now,
our Lord exalted, He is much better than the angels.

You know, the Jews have a great respect for angelic beings. You
cannot read your Old Testament without realizing that. But did you ever
stop to think that man is preferred in heaven before angels, before angels
who have never sinned? You know man was made for the earth. But
here is a Man on the throne of God and the 24™ Psalm says, as if all the
heavenly hosts were saying, “Open up, ye everlasting doors; and the
King of glory shall come in.”

And the question is raised, “Who is this King of glory?”

And the answer comes ringing, “The Lord strong and mighty, the
Lord mighty in battle.” Open up and let Him in! Who is this King of
glory? The Lord, He is the King of glory.

Did you ever stop to think that the most marvelous thing in all
God’s universe today is that there is a Man in heaven who has all
authority in heaven and in earth? Do you realize that our Savior has all
authority? That He’s a real Man who is touched with the feeling of our
infirmities, knowing exactly what we go through? He’s praying for us,
according to the will of God. My, what a wonderful thing to think about!

Christian friends, realize that you’ve got a Savior who
understands all about you. He’s representing you, and He’s praying for
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you. He’s pleading your cause, and He’s able to succor you. Will you
think about that today?

I would to God, and I say this reverently, I would that God’s
people—those who really love the Savior—I wish they would know
more of the sufficiency of Christ for their every need. How many deny
the complete sufficiency of Christ! We trust the flesh, we trust
movements, we trust feelings, we trust experience, we trust ordinances,
anything but the person of Christ.

My friend, He is all sufficient, glorious in His person and
marvelous and complete in His work. This is what you have in the first
three verses. He’s the heir of all things, He’s the Creator of all things,
He’s the revealer of God, He’s the Redeemer of man, He’s the Upholder
of all things, and He’s exalted to the throne of God. And I find at the
beginning of verse 4, He’s supreme over angelic beings.

Now, in these verses we also see the deity of Christ. We see His
incarnation. We see His atonement. We see His ascension. We see His
exaltation. And all we need, all you and I need for a deeper spiritual life
is occupation with the matchless, wonderful Son of God.

You know, I think about this quite often. I wonder why it is that
we Christians allow so many transient, materialistic little wee things to
come into our life and rob us of a fellowship, of an intimacy with the
Lord of glory.

I would indeed that our eyes might be opened to see Him as we
study this book, see Him in all His glory, all His beauty, as well as His
saving grace. | want you to fall in love with Him. And our love for Him
will be evidenced by our obedience to His Word, by our submission to
His will.

Now, may I repeat it. All we need for a deeper spiritual life is
occupation with the matchless Son of God.

May that be true of each of us today.

Now, starting in at verse 4 and running right down to chapter 4,
verse 13, we have the first section we’re taking up, having to do with the
superiority of the person of Jesus Christ.

Who is this Jesus at the right hand of God?
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First of all, He is superior to angelic beings. Now, you find this
from verse 4 of chapter 1, right down to the end of chapter 2.

He’s superior to the angels, first of all, as the Son of God. You find
this in the rest of chapter one. He is better, much better than the angels.
And you’ll notice from verse 4 to verse 14, the writer uses scripture.
Almost all of these quotations are from the Psalms. One is from II
Samuel, chapter 7.

But now, the question is why should the writer of Hebrews prove
the superiority of Jesus Christ to the angels?

Remember, he has Jews in mind, Jews who venerated their angels.
And very simply, all he does is just use the scriptures. In Acts chapter 7,
verse 53, and in Galatians chapter 3, verse 19, we find that the law of
Moses was given through the mediation of angels. Angels had a
tremendous place in the thinking of Jews for centuries. So the very first
thing in the book of Hebrews is to prove the superiority of the Son of
God over angels. God is speaking to us in His Son, and this Son is
superior to angelic beings.

I want to give you five facts in this chapter where Jesus Christ
proves His superiority over angelic beings.

The first fact is that He’s got a name.

1:4. Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.

1:5. For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my
Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father,
and he shall be to me a Son?

This speaks of sonship. You have this, of course, in the second
Psalm where you have the nations speaking. If I could break it down, the
nations speak, the Father speaks, the Son speaks and then the Spirit of
God speaks—three verses to each one, 12 verses in the Psalm. And you
remember what the word of the Father to the Son i1s, “Ask of me, and 1
shall give thee the nations for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts
of the earth for thy possession.” To the Son He says, “Thou art my Son;
this day have I begotten thee.” And again, “I will be to him a Father, he
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shall be to me a Son.” Here is a much greater name, a more excellent
name, than angelic beings have.

And the second fact is in verse 6. Not only does He have a better
name, but He has a much greater position. And here He receives
worship. And I read the verse,

1:6. And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world,
he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.

Now will you think about these first two things? How that the Son
of God is better in name than angels. He has a much greater position. He
is the object of worship. Remember this. In fact, when our Lord returns
to the earth, He’s going to be the object of angelic worship.

Is He the object of your worship today?

I’m persuaded in my own mind that most of us, and I speak of
myself, even after years of Bible study, I feel that we have never yet
begun to touch the hem of His garment. We haven’t yet begun to see the
glories and the majesty as well as the love and the grace of our God.
And the reason for this is, I think, we fail to see the righteous character
of God. And the more we see the righteous, holy character of God, the
more we appreciate His love and His grace.

And this is Jesus Christ as a Man, the exalted Man at God’s right
hand. “Let all the angels of God worship Him.” They worshiped Him
back in eternity as God the Son. But now, God the Son has become a
Man and has taken His place in the human family as the Son of God.
And now, they worship Him.

The third fact is in verses 7-9. He is greater in position in
rulership and in heirship. He is the exalted one, as you also find in the
45th Psalm and in the 104th Psalm.

1:7. And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and
his ministers a flame of fire.

1:8. But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever and
ever: a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom.

1:9. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore
God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy
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fellows.

Did you ever think of it? Angels as the servants of God worship
the Son of God, the exalted One; and notice that the Father
acknowledges the deity of His Son: “Thy throne, O God, is forever and
ever.”

Who says this? May I quote to you from Philippians 2 where we
read that “God also hath highly exalted him” (verse 9). Who? The One
who died, the One who was buried, the One who was raised again and
went back to heaven. God has “highly exalted him, and given him a
name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow . . . and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (2:9-11).

The next verses speak of the fact, in verses 10 and 12, that Christ
is not only greater in rulership, but He’s also greater in person. He’s the
eternal one.

Notice it, please. He’s quoting from the 102™ Psalm.

1:10. And Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of
the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands:

1:11. They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax
old as doth a garment;

1:12. And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be
changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

He is the eternal one.

My friend, let’s face up to it. The writer of Hebrews by the Spirit
of God is telling us that this Son of God is not only the Creator but He is
more eternal than the heavens and the earth. He laid the foundation of
the earth and the heavens are the works of His hands. They are perishing
things, but He remains.

Did you ever stop to think that man can, in the field of astronomy,
look back thousands of years and can look forward thousands of years to
where the very constellations will be in the heavens? Oh, the detail of it,
the wonder of it all. He sustains everything, and He’s greater in person.

No angel framed the ages.
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No angel made the world.

No angel holds them in their place.

No angel can declare that He is eternal, the same yesterday, today
and forever, as verse 12 says,

1:12. But thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

My friend, we’re talking about the eternal Son of God in His
superiority over angelic beings. May I give you one more in verses 13-
14, He is greater in authority. And here you have the divine sovereignty
of the Son. Now look, angels were never given this place. Angels are
servants.

1:13. But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?

1:14. Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation?

Now this is the first time in the book that you come to the word
“salvation.” And salvation in Hebrews has to do with His people. The
writer 1s not talking about the unsaved. He’s talking about Christ’s
present ministry for His people while we walk in this world and about
the angels that have been sent forth to minister unto us. Angels are
looked upon as being inferior not only to the Son of God, but also to the
people of God. Let me, for example, suggest a verse or two from 1
Corinthians chapter 6. You remember that Paul is advising the Christians
in Corinth who are going to law with each other. He says, “Don’t you
know that we shall judge the world? Don’t you know that we shall judge
angels?” (1 Corinthians 6:2-3)

To which of the angels did he say to take the place of authority
over the universe? Authority over heaven, authority over earth? Never to
angels. But to the Son he could say, “Thy throne, O God, is forever and
ever.”

And maybe I ought to say a word here in verse 13. When God said
to the Son,

1:13. Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.
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This is used again in chapter 8:1 and again in 10:12. My friend, the
time is coming when every enemy of God, every enemy of Jesus Christ
is going to be put under His feet.

I tremble when I think what’s in store for those who have
repudiated the Son of God, for those who have despised His grace, for
those who have taken the Word of God and torn it to pieces and thrown
it out as untenable. I tremble for these men who openly, blatantly deny
Jesus Christ, the Savior, the Son of God.

My friend, Jesus Christ has been exalted to the throne of God and
holy angels are under His authority. And the time is going to come when
He is going to reveal that authority, and the powers of hell are going to
be shaken and Satan will be bound. And the Christ-rejecter, the one who
has spurned the Savior, is going to taste His judgment, His righteous
judgment.

My friend, be sure you belong to Christ.

And the reason why He’s not manifesting His authority is because
He wants to take you and me as sinners and transform us into the
children of God. He’s waiting to save any and all who will come unto
Him.

If you’re not saved, if you’re not a child of God, I plead with you
my friend to accept Jesus Christ, God’s Son, as the One who died for
you and rose again that you might have life and have it abundantly.

And, Christian, worship and magnify Him today—He is worthy of
all our exaltation—for His name’s sake.



Chapter Two

Now, before we take up chapter 2, let me mention again that there
are five warnings in the book of Hebrews. And you will notice, as |
mention them, how one leads to the next.

In chapter 2, we’re asked not to neglect so great salvation.

In chapters 3 and 4, we are warned against the awfulness of
unbelief.

In chapter 6, we have the question of degeneration or, as someone
has said, apostasy.

Then in chapter 10, we have the willful sin which is despising the
authority of the Person of Christ, the Spirit of Christ, and the work of
Christ.

And in chapter 12, we have the terrible sin of indifference, where
Esau is given to us as an illustration of a heart that has become
indifferent to God.

And you know the human mind follows this trend. We go from
neglect to unbelief to apostasy to willful sin to indifference. And might I
say, sadly, it seems as if we have come to this last stage in the church’s
history. There are those who claim that we are living in a post-Christian
era, that Christianity has had its day and is through. My friend, what has
happened is this: We have come to a place of absolute indifference to the
things of God. I speak now, in a general way.

You know it is terrible to be indifferent to the things of God and
to the person of his Son Jesus Christ. But there is something worse than
being indifferent and that is to be satisfied in your indifference. And I’'m
afraid so many people today are absolutely satisfied to be indifferent to
the person of Christ and to the work of Christ, indifferent to the claims
of God, indifferent to the fact that they must stand in the presence of
God, indifferent as to how much sin they perform or act or do,
indifferent to the consequences, indifferent to anything—total
indifference.
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One of the greatest dangers in the Christian life is to lose interest in
that which is familiar. This was the trouble with Israel. In Hebrews
chapter 8, verse 9, the writer speaks of this. Our Lord speaks of it in
Matthew 22 where they were indifferent and where they neglected the
great things of God. It’s the great danger for us.

Here, for example, is a man who says, “Oh, I heard that all my life.
I don’t want to hear it again.” What has he become? He has become
indifferent, neglecting the wonderful truths of God.

Listen to me, friend. I pray God we Christians may never come to
the place where the work of Christ and the person of Christ don’t stir our
hearts, where spiritual truths become so common to us that they have no
more effect upon our hearts and upon our lives. May the Lord deliver us
from it. This 1s one of the reasons for the writing of the book of Hebrews
because at the very beginning it occupies us with Christ, when He’s the
center of our affections. This is the place where we ought to be where
the Word of God and the person of Christ are at the center of our lives.
Otherwise, we enter into a field of declension, of spiritual deadness.

And may I remind you that three of the reasons for the writing of
this book of Hebrews are, they were neglecting the assembling of
themselves together. They were following strange doctrines. And, as
chapter five says, “When for the time they should have been teachers of
the Word of God, they had to be taught again.” They were dull of
hearing.

I pray God you and I will not become dull of hearing the Word of
God. No matter how often we hear this same truth, may we never get too
much of it. The more you know the truth of God, the more you live with
God, the more you can impart to somebody else.

I’m afraid, as someone has well said, “Too many Christians are
trafficking in unknown truth.” They take the truth of God, but they never
experience it. They don’t live in it. Resolve to live in it today, friend.
The more you keep in the Word of God, the more heresy-proof you will
be.

I want to say these few things as I begin to open up the whole
book of Hebrews before you. Let me read the first verses of chapter 2.
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2:1. Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip (drift).

2:2. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward;

2:3. How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at
the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by
them that heard him;

2:4. God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders and
with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to His own will?

Mark the warning regarding steadfastness which is essential for
growth. We are to take heed to what the Son has to say. God is speaking
to us in His Son. And, brother, we better listen to what Christ has to say
to us. We have the urgency of the appeal. We must give heed to the
things which we have heard lest at any time we should drift.

My Christian friend, if I’'m talking to you, there’s no excuse for
drifting. And there are so many drifting with the tide, drifting with the
religious worldly tide instead of going on with God. Are you drifting
today? There is only one thing that will keep you from drifting and that
is to take heed to the Word of God that He has given to you.

This gives us the first warning in this book. Now, let me repeat
that he’s writing to Hebrew Christians, that is, Jews who have accepted
the Savior. And he has some problems with them because all their
background and all their culture is wrapped around the Law of Moses,
and so it would be very easy for them to slip back into the legality of the
Law and miss what they have in Christ.

2:1. Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things
of God or to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let
them slip (drift).

2:2. For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward:
(and those who broke that word came under sure judgment) what shall we
do?

2:3. How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; (which
Christ has brought to us).
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Now, allow me to change and give you material that will help you
confront those to whom you might talk who are not Christians. For I
read here in verse 3, “How can we escape if we neglect so great
salvation.” Now, this has been dealing with the urgency of the appeal.
Everyone must give heed to the Word of God. The solemnity of the
appeal is “lest we drift.” Now, the reason for the appeal is in verses 2
and 3.

“If the word spoken by angels was steadfast” . . . the word of
angels, by the way, is the Law.

Now, here we have the reason for the appeal. The word of angels
was steadfast. For those of you who want to follow it through, in Acts
7:53 and Galatians 3:19 or Deuteronomy 33:2, the Law of God was
given to Moses through the mediation of angels (called “saints” in
Deuteronomy). And if that Law brought sure judgment, my friend, how
shall people escape if they neglect the salvation declared by His Son? If
the word of the angels is sure, what about the Word of God? Escape is
impossible!

That’s why in John 3:36, I read,“He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life;
but the wrath of God abideth on him.”

I know salvation is by grace through faith. I know that God has
completed a tremendous work in His Son and through His Son. And if
the word spoken by angels, holy angels, was real and steadfast and
produced judgment, what do you think is going to happen to the man or
the woman who will just neglect the salvation that God has offered in
His Son? I repeat it, escape from judgment is impossible. Did you ever
think about it?

May I again quote John 3, verse 18. What does it say? “He that
believeth is not judged; he that believeth not (just ignores, just neglects)
in the name of the only begotten Son of God is judged already.”

Why?

“Because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son
of God.” And this is the judgment that “men loved darkness rather than
light.” They neglected God’s provision for their eternal welfare.
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Escape is impossible for those who deny and neglect and refuse
Jesus Christ as Savior.

May you carry this Gospel in your heart as you speak to lost men
and women today for His name’s sake.

And the second warning is the question of unbelief.

And then the third warning is declension.

The fourth warning is the willful sin, in chapter 10.

And then we have the last one in chapter 12, indifference.

Now, starting in at verse 5 and running through to the end of the
chapter in verse 18, there is given to us the superiority of Jesus, the Man,
over angels.

Let me repeat that in the first chapter from verse 4 to the end of the
chapter we had the superiority of the Son of God over angelic beings. In
chapter two from verse 5 to 18, we have the superiority of the Son of
man. There’s no question who He is because the writer points out in
verse 9 that “we see Jesus.” Here we have the humanity and the
humiliation of the Son of God in His death, and yet as a Man He is
superior to angels.

Now, let me break the passage up for you so you understand a little
bit about it. But to me this is an amazing passage. Here is given to us the
great purpose of God for the earth. In verses 5-8 we find what God’s
purpose is.

And what is God’s purpose? That man shall have dominion over
the works of His hands. He has put the world in subjection to man, not to
angels. In other words, the divine purpose is that man should rule the
world, not angels. And this scripture supports this. Let’s read it.

2:5. For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to
come, whereof we speak,

2:6. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that
thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou visitest him?

2:7. Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst
him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands:

2:8. Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that
he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under
him. But now we see not yet all things put under him.
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2:9. But we see Jesus.

Now, again, the divine purpose of God for the world is that man
shall rule the world, not angels. And the scriptures support this, I repeat.
In fact, he quotes here from the 8th Psalm. It gives to us amazing things.
Listen to him.

“When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon
and the stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man, that thou art
mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast
made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory
and honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy
hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: All sheep and oxen, yea,
and the beasts of the field; the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and
whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas” (Psalm 8:3-8).

But you say, “Wait a minute, wait a minute, sir. This is not true.
I’'m living on the earth and I do not see man having that place of
authority. I do not see, for example, the fowl of the air and the fish of the
sea in subjection to man.”

That’s true. But this is what Hebrews chapter 2:8 says, “Thou
hast put all things in subjection under his feet” and God has left nothing
that 1s not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under
him. But we see Jesus, the representative Man, crowned.

What is God’s purpose for the earth? That man shall have
dominion over the works of His hands. Did you ever stop to realize that
man, since sin came into the human race, is no longer the authority? Oh,
we see a little bit of it. For example, a man can take the four-footed
creatures—sheep and oxen and horses and so on—and put them under
his authority.

But what about the fowl of the air? What about the wild beasts of
the field? What about the fish of the sea? Man doesn’t have all authority.
But this was God’s original purpose for the earth.

When God made man, He made him the crowning part of His
creation. He made man to have authority over the works of His hands.
And this is yet to be fulfilled. Don’t for one moment think that the
purpose of God is going to be thwarted.
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My friend, the time is going to come when man will again have
authority over the works of God’s hands. Did you ever stop to think of
what’s in store for God’s people in the future? Do you realize, my
friend, that just as sure as Jesus Christ died and rose again and was
exalted to God’s right hand to be a Prince and a Savior, having all
authority in heaven, all authority in earth, that He’s the guarantee that
His people will again have that authority?

Sin ruined the authority of man. Before sin came into the human
race, Adam had authority. Adam called the animal creation and gave
them names. He had authority over the fowl of the air. He had authority
over the fish of the sea. But then he rebelled against God, and God
couldn’t trust him with that authority. God can’t trust man today with
that authority.

You say, “Well, man has become a tremendous being.”

It’s true. He’s worked up many inventions, amazingly unbelievable
inventions. He’s peered right into the very heart of creation. He has split
the atom and released atomic energy. In the field of nuclear physics, it is
hard to see where man is going. The future seems unlimited.

But, my friend, alongside of that has come destruction. The very
things that we invent are being used for the destruction of the human
race, the destruction of life. God can’t trust man with authority. Man has
got to be changed before God will allow him to again have that
authority. But the purpose of God is still going to be accomplished, and
man is yet going to have dominion over the works of God’s hands. He is
going to change man in and through Jesus Christ. And those who are in
Christ Jesus are going to be transformed by the power of the Spirit of
God. They are going to have authority over the works of His hands.

You know, I’m amazed continually at the grace of God and at the
patience of God with the human race. You go out some night and look at
the stars and see God’s constellations and the galaxies of stars—
innumerable kinds of stars in the heavens. The earth is a wee little speck
in God’s universe. And each man is only one of billions on the earth.
You are just one. And then to see the audacity, the indifference, the
corruption of the human heart, that man would defy the living God—it’s
beyond all comprehension.
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“What is man?” Why should God look upon man, man in his sin,
man in his corruption, man in his rebellion? Why should God be mindful
of man, when He made man, when He made this creature on the face of
the earth? He’s a speck in God’s universe.

God gave man to have dominion over the works of His hands. Man
was the crowning thing in God’s creation. He made man in His own
image, in His own likeness. He gave him a will. He gave him emotions.
He gave him a mind, different from anything else. Man is so different. In
fact, man has been trying to make himself come up from the creature to
the godhead. But he can’t make it. There are too many gaps in between
there, brother.

Man was given the capacity to think, the capacity to will, and the
capacity to worship. He denied the living God who made him. He
rebelled against Him. And God took from man that dominion which he
had over the works of His hands. As the writer says, “We do not yet see
all things put under man, but we see Jesus.”

He is our representative Man crowned with glory and honor who
guarantees that in the future, man will yet again have this dominion over
the works of God’s hands.

Let me just stop here for a moment.

“Do you mean to tell me, sir, that man is going to have dominion
over the works of His hands?” someone asks.

Yes, yes. You remember the gospel of Luke presents Jesus as a
Man, God’s Man, the sinless Man, the perfect Man, the only One of
whom God said, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well-pleased.”

Did you ever realize that our Savior was the One whom God
could trust with His power, with His authority? Jesus could say to the
winds and to the waves, “Be still” (Mark 4:39). He could raise the dead.
He could rebuke Satan. He could heal the sick and cleanse the lepers as a
Man. God could trust Him with authority. God can’t trust you and me
with that authority. I know some people who claim to have some power
and some authority. But they are the center of attraction, not the Son of
God. They aren’t attracting people to the Savior. God can’t trust you and
me with such power.
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Did you hear what I said? God cannot trust us with His power.
Didn’t Jesus one day speak of this to His disciples? When the disciples
asked, “Why could not we cast the demons out?” He said, “Because of
your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of
mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Be removed and be cast
into the sea, and it shall obey you” (Matthew 17:19-20). This was the
mount of Transfiguration.

Don’t say, “Well, that’s the mountain of doubt.”

No, He’s talking about the physical mountain. You read your
gospels.

But the time is coming when God is going to transform His people.
And His people are going to be the ones who shall have dominion over
the works of His hands. It’s beyond comprehension, is it not?

And yet, when I remember, for example, 1 Corinthians 6, “Don’t
you know,” says Paul, “that we Christians are going to judge the world?
Don’t you know that we are going to judge angels?” In the first chapter
of Hebrews, the last verse, don’t you know that the angels are your
servants?

My friend, our minds can’t begin to comprehend what’s in store
for God’s people. God has a purpose for the earth, and He has not
changed that purpose. He is redeeming His people, taking out a people
for His name; and they are going to have dominion over the works of
His hands. Now, you think on that for a moment.

The guarantee that that purpose will be accomplished is found in
verse 9. Now, the end of verse 8 says, “We see not yet all things put
under him.” That’s true, but ...

2:9. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man.

In other words, Jesus is the guarantee. Now, the first chapter
and the second verse says that God is speaking to us through His Son.
But no name is mentioned except that He’s the Son of God. But when
you come to chapter 2, verse 9, the writer comes right out and mentions
who the Son is. “But we see Jesus.”
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And again, may I say that the apostolic writers of the New
Testament are very explicit on the question of the title of the Son of God
—Jesus, the One who was born in Bethlehem of Judea; Jesus, the One
who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed of the
devil; Jesus, the One who was nailed to the cross, was buried, and was
raised again from the dead; Jesus, who was exalted to be a Prince and a
Savior at the right hand of God.

As Philippians 2 says, “God hath given him a name that is above
every name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow” in heaven
and in earth and in hell (verses 9-10). And every created intelligence in
the universe is going to acknowledge that Jesus Christ i1s Lord to the
glory of God, the Father.

And here at the very beginning of Hebrews, we find an amazing
thing. A man called Jesus is exalted to the throne of God, having all
authority. He is the pledge and the assurance of this glorious future that
God has 1n store for the earth. “We see Jesus.” This is His humanity, the
Man. Why was He made a Man? For the suffering of death, for the
question of redemption.

And you’ll notice in the passage that He should taste death for
everyone, not just an elected few. Our Lord went right down into the
bowels of death for you and for me. You see, the main death is not the
death of the body. But Jesus poured out His soul unto death.

Did you ever think of it? Our Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane
could say, “My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death” (Mark 14:34).

Christian friend, do you know that you don’t do that? The moment
you leave this scene you go right into the presence of God. The unsaved
man goes down into Hades, waiting judgment. The believer in Christ
goes right into the very presence of God. As Paul could say, “I’'m in a
strait betwixt the two, having the desire to depart and to be with Christ;
which is far better” (Philippians 1:23). Absent from the body is present
with the Lord.

But Jesus, when He died, He went right down to the bowels of
death. He poured out His soul unto death. Why? Because He loves you
and He loves me. He tasted death, that you and I might go free.
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And the writer gives the guarantee to us here in verse 9 that the
purpose of God for man is going to be completed. God has not changed
His purpose.

2:9. But we see, Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man.

2:10. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their
salvation perfect through suffering.

2:11. For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all
of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren.

We’re dealing especially with the guarantee of the purpose of God
with Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as the pledge and assurance of this
glorious future. Now, he talks about Jesus, the Man. He’s speaking of
His humanity, that our Lord was made a little lower than the angels.
That i1s, He took His place in the human family for a purpose, and that
was to accomplish redemption. We read in this 9" verse “that he by the
grace of God should taste death for everyone.”

Now, in verse 10, let’s continue. His provision and work for us
runs from verse 10 down to verse 19.

It says here that God is going to bring many sons into glory:

2:10. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their
salvation perfect through sufferings.

2:11. For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all
of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren.

Listen in verses 10 through 18, He gives us the provision to fulfill
that purpose. What’s He going to do? “He’s going to bring many sons
unto glory.” And to make this thing possible, I read, “To make the
captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.”

You see, man’s promised supremacy could only be gained
through suffering. Where sin carried the first man Adam and his race
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into death, the second man Christ Jesus went Himself by the grace of
God; and now God has highly exalted Him.

Let me not forget to say to you that wherever sin is, God’s
righteous judgment demands suffering. Christ must go through the path
of suffering. What for? To bring many sons into glory.

When we come to chapter 5 and take up the qualification of a
priest, we’re going to find out there that our Lord, in “the days of his
flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong
crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, was
heard in that he feared” (verse 7). “Though he were a Son, yet learned he
obedience by the things which he suffered; and being made perfect, he
became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him” (5:8-
9).

Now, it might be well for me to suggest this. It talks here in verse
10 about “making the captain of their salvation perfect through
suffering.” It does not say to make anyone sinless. This word “perfect,”
by the way, is used quite often through the book of Hebrews. It doesn’t
mean sinlessness. It doesn’t mean sanctification. It means a completion
of a purpose. The purpose of God is that He is going to have a people to
whom he can trust His power and authority to govern His creation. And
suffering must come into the picture because of the righteous character
of God.

Sin has come into the picture. How is sin going to be put away?
All through your Bible, without the shedding of blood, there is no
remission of sins. There must be suffering. You can’t get away from
this, my friend. And to make our Savior the captain of our salvation, to
perfect or to complete the job He came to do, He must do it through
suffering. And this our Savior did. He accepted all the conditions. And
to bring many sons into glory, He suffered and He died and He
completed the job.

That’s why He could say in John 17:4, “Father, I have finished the
work You have given me to do.” Or in John chapter 19 verse 13, “It is
finished: and he bowed his head” (and his head didn’t drop; he bowed
his head in simple resignation to the will of His Father, and yielded up
the spirit). He died for you and for me.
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There was a certain sense in which they killed Him and yet, He
could say, “No man taketh my life from me; I have power to lay it
down” (John 10:17-18). That’s what you can’t do. He bowed His head in
submission and yielded up the Spirit. He went through suffering. He
went through death. For what purpose? For the perfecting of God’s
purpose in the people who would be fitted to reign and to have dominion
over the works of His hands.

And not only so, but He goes on to the next verse. It’s an amazing
thing.

2:11. For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all
of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Now, here we have a new relationship. A new relationship was
established. This is something new. “That He might bring many sons
into glory.” These are those who are going to be just like Himself. He
would bring many sons into glory; and to accomplish this, He must
suffer. But by thus doing, He brought a new relationship into being. He
accomplished something that was never done before.

Friend, may I say to you very frankly, when we talk about
salvation, being born again into the family of God, do you know what it
means? It means that God is bringing into being a new race of people to
whom He can grant His power and authority over creation. He’s going to
be able to trust them with His power. So, the purpose o